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SUBJECT:  GIS Vision for NGB

Purpose. To define and describe the vision for GIS within the Army National Guard  and the 54 States and Territories.

Definitions.  

a. Enterprise GIS - An integrated system(s), which provides access to GIS technology across business units within an organization.  Enterprise GIS applications and data may be centralized or distributed, but are developed, deployed, and maintained in a coordinated manner without duplication of effort and resources.

b. Geospatial Data – Any and all data usually collected in a GIS, CADD or other system that represents objects that have a location on the earth’s surface.

National Guard GIS Vision Statement.  Information Excellence, Products for Smart Decisions. 

National Guard GIS Mission Statement. The Army National Guard GIS Program mission will provide situational awareness of installation “battle space” to support Army National Guard management and operational mission requirements.  The Army National Guard GIS Program will provide ARNG Readiness Center staff, States and Territories, and soldiers desktop access to enterprise-wide maps and geographic information that describes and displays all real property assets, natural resources, unit locations and readiness, and operational activities in a common format.  This goal will be achieved by 1) providing the 54 States and Territories with the tools, data, and programmatic framework that enables their implementation and use of GIS technology, 2) seamlessly integrate all ARNG GIS capabilities into an ARNG wide enterprise system, and, 3) actively partner with the Army, Air National Guard, joint commands, and other state/federal agencies through the sharing of expertise, data and applications.  These actions will achieve the Army National Guard GIS vision of “Information Excellence, Products for Smart Decisions”.

Funding.  Each functional area is responsible for funding the development and maintenance of geospatial data and applications specific to its needs and requirements, to be shared with the enterprise GIS community. Funding mechanisms will be developed in program areas where there are valid GIS requirements, and unfunded requirements will exist.

Data Responsibilities.   Each functional area is the proponent for data pertaining to its area of responsibility.  These proponent areas are determined in part by existing Army Regulations, Law, and policies.  Geospatial data proponents must ensure that their data is shared with the enterprise. A list of these data layer responsibilities can be found in Appendix A. 

Policy and Guidance. Memorandum, DAIM-MD, 16 October 2001, subject: Data Standards for Computer Aided Design and Drafting (CADD), Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and Related Technologies establishes ACSIM as the Army lead for Enterprise GIS.  Within the ARNG, the Geographic Information System Advisory Committee (GISAC) is responsible for drafting GIS policy and guidance.  The GISAC is made up of representatives of ARNGB Divisions. The committee will provide all recommendations to the NGB-CIO for approval.  Policy input from the 54 States and Territories will be provided by the functional area working/advisory groups who channel input through the GISAC Division Representatives.

Point Of Contact for this effort is David Cray, 703-607-7996, david.cray@ngb.army.mil.

